
T402G  
Family Binder 

 
*Guide To The First Year – Calendar of Events

Updated 2/10/2019



Welcome! 

Dear ____________________ family, 

We are so happy to welcome you to Troop 402.  The coming days, 
months and years will provide many new and exciting challenges and 
opportunities for your scout. 

As you and your daughter pass through your first year with the Troop, we 
encourage you to use this binder as a guide and reference. Look for the 
tartan owl & crossbones        throughout the binder for special tips from 
experienced scout families. 

As your daughter proceeds through scouting, the binder can be a helpful 
organizational tool for storing completed blue cards, important notes 
and mementos. 

Always remember that you and your scout have the support and 
experience of many other Troop 402 families to help you navigate the 
journey.  

We welcome you to contact us any time this year with questions.   

   
The Leadership Team of 402 
Heather Tzortzis 
Marie Mlynek 
Mika Watanabe 
Chris Tzortzis 
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Getting Started

Scouting Commitment

When joining Troop 402, each Scout is personally committing to attend 
weekly Troop meetings and monthly activities in order to remain an active 
Troop 402 scout. Since the dates of all activities are published in advance 
(and available on the Scoutbook calendar), it is expected that all scouts will 
make every effort to make note of the activities and attend them. That said, 
sometimes school, sports, or family activities will conflict with scouting 
activities.  Learning to find the right balance is important for each scout.  

Activities identified as mandatory are to be attended by all Troop 402 Scouts. 
Excused absences for these events can only be approved by the Scoutmaster 
in advance of the activity.

Troop Organization

Troop 402 
Scoutmaster

Assistant Scoutmasters 
(Uniformed Adult 

Leaders)
Girl Leadership Senior 

Patrol Leader  
-11th grade Girl(s)

Patrols of 7-10 girls 
led by Patrol Leader 

-10th grade girl(s)

In spring, new 
scout Patrols 

-5th grade girls

Other Parent 
volunteers who 

organize activities



Who to Contact When Scout Needs Guidance

Scout

Problem Gear Advancement Ride

Senior  
Patrol 
Leader

Patrol  
Leader Patrol Parent

Merit Badge 
Counselor

Advancement  
Chair

Also check  
website or email 

sign up

Rank Merit Badge



New Scout Training

Training Meetings: Troop 402 candidates attend a series of weekly training 
meetings called New Scout Training held on Thursday evenings in March and 
early April (spring break week excluded). The purpose of these meetings is 
for the new scout to get to know the troop, learn its history, the Scout Law 
and Oath and other scout basics.  

Training sessions are lead by older scouts, giving new scouts an opportunity 
to get to know each other and some of the older boys in a smaller group 
setting. New scouts do not attend regular Monday night Troop meetings until 
after New Scout Training is complete. 

Camporee Participation: In early May, new scouts band together to practice 
as a united patrol for participation in Camporee, a district-wide scout skills 
competition held the first weekend in May. This overnight event usually 
includes a hike with girls carrying in their own supplies. The adult new scout 
trainer will provide a helpful list of equipment needs for use now and later 
(one can also be found in this binder under Equipment). The troop will help 
new scouts find a backpack to borrow for this first event. 

Placement into Patrols/Spring Court of Honor: After completing New Scout 
Training, new scouts are ceremonially inducted into Troop 402 at the Spring 
Court of Honor held in mid-May.  New scouts and their family attend this 
special event, during which scouts will receive placement with one of the 
established Troop patrols - a highlight for both new and existing scouts and 
families.



Meetings and Events

Troop Meetings
Thursday Night Troop Meetings are held at the cabin from 7:30p-8:30p 
between early September and the end of May with the exception of meeting 
dates which fall on school holidays or following weekend events.  Always 
check the Scout book calendar for confirmation of meeting dates.  Usually 
the Thursday night following a weekend overnight is designated as a required 
appointment for returning Troop-owned gear to the cabin.    

First year scouts: It is especially important for first-year scouts to participate 
actively in Troop Meetings in order for them to gain a strong foundation in 
scout skills, form connections with other scouts, and take full advantage of 
all the Scouting opportunities provided by Troop 402. If for some reason a 
scout needs to miss a Troop meeting or activity, the scout should notify his 
Patrol Leader in advance.

Troop 402 activities are generally scheduled well in advance and it may 
be helpful to note that the Troop’s calendar is generally consistent year 
over year.  Scouts (and parents) come to know and rely upon on the cycle 
of Troop events – each with its own value, purpose and responsibilities.  
Reference the website calendar for upcoming event dates.  Events are 
highlighted and some event logistics (such as food) are coordinated at 
Thursday Night Troop Meetings. Additional event details are 
communicated to families by email. 

First year scouts: Watch for troop communications about upcoming 
events.  Parents can also reference the included Guide to the First Year – 
Calendar of Events for an overview of annually coordinated Troop events. 

Troop Events



Parent’s Club Meetings

Last Tuesday of each Month (check the Scoutbook calendar to confirm): 

The Parent’s Club is responsible for the planning, logistics and organization of Troop 
402 monthly activities, wreath and spray sales, troop holiday parties, 20 miler 
reunion party, and parent social party for the Troop.  Parents are expected to 
participate in the meetings which are currently held at the cabin at 7:30p on the 
last Tuesday of the month (Check the calendar to confirm).  Be sure to confirm dates 
on the Scout book calendar. The current Parent’s Responsibilities list and the most 
recent Parent’s Club agenda is also available for reference on Scoutbook.



While the school year starts in September, girl scout recruiting in the winter 
results in a new scout training class in March – which is where this calendar 
begins. 

New Scout Training: In March, the Troop welcomes new scouts and New Scout 
Training activities.  As previously described, meetings are generally held on 
Thursday evenings throughout this month and the next. Cub scouts 
ceremonially cross-over to scout troops this month. 

Eagle Court of Honor: In mid-late March, the Troop celebrates the hard work 
of its new class of Eagle scouts at its annual Eagle Court of Honor.  This is a 
MANDATORY attendance event for all scouts in the Troop.   

TBD: How we hold these in the future.  For now, attendance would be good 
for support and inspiration so the girls can see what the boys have done. 

Additionally, this is an all-hands-on-deck activity for families.  All parents 
(optional for 5th grade parents) sign up to make tea sandwiches and 
homemade baked goods for the reception event which immediately follows 
the ceremony.  The entire troop and many adult volunteers are involved in 
making this a truly special event which also provides an opportunity for the 
younger scouts to see and hear from the older scouts who have reached the 
highest rank in scouting. 

March

Guide to the First Year - Calendar of Events

2018 Eagle Scouts Troop 204



Senior Recognition Dinner: TBD When we get seniors to celebrate. 

The Mom’s Club hosts this special Troop 402 event celebrating our graduating 
high school seniors.  It is an evening of good food and story telling. Watch for 
attendance sign up via email. 

Camporee Practice: Once New Scout Training wraps up in mid-April, the 
Troop puts its focus on the upcoming district-wide Camporee competition. 
Beyond practice at Monday night meetings, the Troop holds 2 or 3 weekend 
practice dates. These morning practice sessions are generally scheduled on 
Sundays to avoid conflicts with spring sports.  In most years, at least one of 
the weekend practices is scheduled as an overnight event. Details regarding 
practice are communicated via email. 

• Gear Preparation for Camporee: All scouts are required to have the 
necessary gear in time for the Camporee practices. (Check out the 
Troop 402 website Camporee link for much more detail on planning 
for this event, including a packing list. Additional information can be 
found under the Equipment tab of this binder.) 

Camporee: 

What is it: annual competition open to all Scout troops in the local area. 
Scouts compete in a range of events designed to challenge a Scout’s skills.  
Camporee is considered a MANDATORY event for scouts. 

When and where: Generally held the first weekend in May – usually in Briones 
or Chabot Regional Park (Oakland).  Scouts meet early in the morning at 
trailhead to hike in ~2 miles with pack.  Scout competition takes place 
throughout the day on Saturday and scouts eat and camp with their patrols, 
with pickup on Sunday morning following awards ceremony. 

Visitors: although Briones does limit the number of people who can stay 
overnight, there is no limit on the number of visitors.  Anyone is welcome to 
come out for the day and watch the competitions underway; events will run 
from ~11:30 AM till about 5:30p. 

Food & Equipment: organized by patrol. Tip: Encourage your scout to connect 
with their patrol leader about meal plans.       Tip: Encourage girls to help 
manage the plan. They will learn from their successes as well as their 
mistakes. 

April / May



Practice Hikes: On the heels of Camporee, scouts 6th grade and up begin 
preparing for the summertime 20-miler backpacking trip with Saturday 
morning hikes. Families too are welcome to join these 10-miler treks, all 
within close drive to Lafayette.  The more experienced the scout, the fewer 
hikes required to prepare for ‘the 20.’        (tip: these hikes offer great 
opportunity to get to know other parents in the troop!) 

Mother’s Day Tea: Location TBD:  The Monday following Mother’s Day is a 
highlight event for the troop (especially the Moms).  Usually held at OSLC and 
following a short Mom’s Club Meeting, the Mother’s Day Tea is a sweet and 
low key celebration of scouts and their moms.  Have your daughter bring a 
tea cup for each of you and enjoy the opportunity to hear each scout thank 
their mom in their own words.   

Troop Water Trip: The Troop holds the first of its two annual Water Trips in 
May.  The specific activity varies each year, but may include river rafting on 
the American River, learning to surf at Half Moon Bay, or Kayaking in the 
South Bay (Moss Landing).  Parents and girls always have a ball at this event. 
Wondering if your 5th grader can attend? Check with the New Scout Trainer. 

Court of Honor: In Mid-May, the Troop holds a Court of Honor. This ceremonial 
event, which is held three times a year, is an opportunity to recognize scout 
advancement and completion of merit badges.  Additionally, at the Spring 
Court of Honor, the Troop formally welcomes its new recruits with a very 
special induction ceremony.  The highlight for the girls is the placement of 
the new scouts into their permanent Patrols.  The girls are always excited to 
welcome the new recruits!

May / June



20-miler hike: The pace of activities begins to slow in June, but not before 
the annual 20-miler hike usually held the first weekend in June.  All scouts in 
the Troop are required to complete the hike, which is held locally and usually 
departs from the cabin and finishes at Rancho Laguna Park in Moraga where a 
bbq picnic lunch awaits.  Moms, Dads and siblings up for the challenge (and 
the 5am start time) are welcomed to join!  Snacks and check-ins are set up 
along the way to keep everyone nourished and accounted for.  Scout families 
who don’t wish to hike can wait for their scout at the finish line and 
welcome the scouts as they return.  It’s a big day and a big accomplishment 
for all of the hikers! 

Summer Camp: Summer Camp falls in mid to late June and rotates amongst 4 
or 5 different California-based summer camps.  Carpools deliver the girls to 
camp where the girls overnight in tents with a pal (or two).  Summer camp 
provides a great opportunity for the girls to have fun, connect (without 
electronics!), and earn merit badges.  The youngest scouts can work on 
‘Trailhead’ advancement as they begin to complete requirements for their 
first scout ranks.  The girls return tired, dirty and happily exhausted.                 

         (Tips: Send scouts with a little money for the scout store so they can 
buy themselves a snack! Also, be sure to have your daughter empty her 
pockets when she returns home from camp.  Just ask another girl or mom 
who has laundered a Summer Camp blue card (evidence of Merit Badges 
completed). That’s a bummer!) 

20-miler Backpacking Trip: The weeks between Summer Camp in June and 
the 20-miler at the end of July are quiet and provide time and space for 
individual and family commitments and relaxation.  By the end of July, the 
older scouts (6th grade and up) are packing up and preparing for their 20-
miler adventure which traditionally departs the last week of July or the first 
week of August.  Returning the following Sunday.  There will be a follow up 
reunion and presentation of pictures and memories shared on the 20 in the 
weeks following their return.

June/July/August



Monday Night Troop Meetings: As summer draws to a close and school 
begins, the Troop restarts regular Monday Night Troop meetings. 

Troop Water Trip: The leisurely month of September traditionally includes 
a fun Water Trip weekend mid-month just when the weather is at its 
warmest. The Parents usually organize food for this event. 

Advancement Day: Usually held the first Sunday in October, Advancement 
Day focuses on providing the Troop’s youngest scouts with further training 
in scout skills necessary for rank advancement. Joined by older scouts who 
are in turn working on their own advancement requirements by training 
the younger scouts, the girls will complete a short hike and then work on 
knots, first aid, and other scout skills, gathering rank requirement sign offs 
on the spot. 

Troop Bike Trip: With enough interest, the Troop will enjoy a weekend Bike 
Trip and campout in mid-October. 

Board of Review: For scouts preparing for rank advancement, October 
offers a Board of Review opportunity. In advance, new scouts can gather 
sign off from their patrol leader on requirements completed and then 
complete a Scoutmaster Conference with a uniformed leader, before 
requesting a Board of Review meeting with the Advancement Chair.          

         (tip: girls must come dressed in their Class A uniform to Board of 
Review.)      For more information on Advancement (Advancement Day, 
Scoutmaster Conferences, Board of Review and Merit Badges, check out 
the Advancement section of the troop website.) 

Halloween meeting: The month is capped by a casual 
Thursday night troop meeting where the girls enjoy dinner at 
the cabin and a spooky movie. Happy Halloween!

September / October



Court of Honor: The Fall Court of Honor lands early in November.  Rank 
advancements and summer camp merit badges are awarded.   

Scouting for Food: On the first Saturday in November, scouting troops nationwide 
serve their communities by engaging in the Scouting for Food event, one of the 
nations largest single-day food drives. Troop 402 patrols are assigned residential 
territories to distribute door hangers. On the following Saturday, patrols pick up 
food donations and deliver to a church in Moraga for collection. Patrol leaders 
organize the timing and drivers for this event. 

Troop Wreath & Spray Sales: Troop 402 scouts know that cooler                        
weather means that it is time to sell holiday wreaths! The                              troop 
raises funds to support all of its activities (except                             optional 
Summer Camps) by selling wreaths. Troop 402                                wreaths are 
popular in the Lamorinda community and the                                boys generally do 
not have a problem selling their 55 wreaths                              (or more if they 
choose) allotment.   

• Wreath Sales Orientation: is held annually for new scout families, along with an 
opportunity for new scouts to get first choice of local wreath selling sites.  
Don’t miss this important meeting.  The rest of troop gets to sign up for site 
sales after the First year scouts have selected. 

• Wreath pick up occurs on Saturday morning the week before Thanksgiving.     
(tip: Place a tarp or old sheet down in the back of your car and await the early 
morning email notifying parents that the wreaths have arrived at the pick up 
location (usually Lafayette Orinda Presbyterian Church, but not always). Bring 
your scout and gardening gloves to protect your hands. Early helpers are 
appreciated! 

• Wreath selling runs from the weekend before Thanksgiving through the second 
weekend in December.         Two pieces of advice:  1. encourage your scout to 
unbundle wreaths on pick up day.  Hang them on a sturdy pole and mist them 
daily.  2. As for selling - Don’t panic!  The wreaths always get sold.  If your 
daughter is struggling, reach out to a uniformed leader. There are lots of older 
scouts and parents with tips and advice.   

Troop Holiday Party Troop Meeting: officially marks the end of the Wreath & Spray 
sale. This is where bank deposit slips are turned in        (tip: don’t wait till the last 
minute to go to the bank!) and the final tallies are submitted. This meeting usually 
provides an opportunity for donation to a community in need.  Watch for emails on 
this.  Scouts are usually asked to bring cookies to this event.

November / December



Do you hear that?  It’s the sound of a quiet January.  While the adult leaders 
are focused on new scout recruiting (and the scouts welcome 5th graders to 
Troop open houses), the calendar is generally quiet.  

Rock climbing: at a local gym is usually the indoor troop activity in January 

Board of Review/Court of Honor: In February, Scouts also have another 
opportunity for rank advancement with a Board of Review and a Winter Court 
of Honor. 

Snow Camping: If snow is sufficient in the Sierras, the Troop organizes a Snow 
Camping weekend in late February.  Its is one of the highlight events of the 
year if the weather is agreeable (meaning of course, snow!).  If snow isn’t 
falling, an alternate camping trip is organized offering scouts a cool weather 
opportunity to hike, hang out, and complete cooking or camping merit badge 
requirements.  Either way, the girls always have a great time.        

       (tip: Check out the Troop Activities section of the 402 website for more 
on Snow Camping including a packing list and equipment needs for snow 
camping.) 

Believe it or not, this calendar year ends with a look forward to summer.  
Summer Camp Deposits Due: There’s a good chance that the Troop will be 
collecting deposits for summer camp just as the first winter warm spell 
occurs in late February.  Time flies when you are having fun and summertime 
will soon be upon us! 

- - - - - - - -  

Congratulations! Your scout has completed the first of what we hope will be 
many years of wonderful experiences and comradery with fellow scouts. As 

you look ahead to the second year, your daughter will have her first 
opportunity to welcome a younger scout into her patrol.  Her experience as 

a first year will serve her well as she begins to climb the ladder of 
responsibility in her patrol and within the troop.  She will complete her first 

practice hikes and her first 20-miler in the days ahead.  Support her, 
encourage her. The path won’t always be easy or smooth-sailing, but with 

perseverance all things are possible.

January / February



Helpful Hints for New Families: 

• New scouts should purchase Class A uniform prior to their first 
overnight Camporee practice or as directed by New Scout Trainer.  

• Purchase at McCaulou’s or Boy Scout Store in Pleasant Hill at 800 
Ellinwood Way, Pleasant Hill, 674-6100. Boy Scout store is around 
20%+ cheaper.  

• Shopping list: 
• Microfiber pants with zip-off legs 
• Short sleeve uniform shirts 

• Recommend buying on the larger size so the scout can 
continue to wear as they grow.  

• Large sash 
• Mt.Diablo/Silverado Council patch (if not already on shirt) 
• Purple World Crest patch (if not already on shirt) 
• The Numbers in Green 4,0,2. 
• Retro Green with red stripe crew socks  
• Web belt 
• Girl BSA Scout hand book 

• Troop will supply red neckerchief, Troop 402 patch, copper slide & 
name tag. During the May Court of Honor Induction Ceremony, new 
scouts will receive plaid neckerchief along with plaid epaulets and 
patrol flap.  

• Any Mountain gives Boy Scouts a 10% discount. 
• REI is very helpful and is great at taking returns.

Purchasing Uniform

Uniform Reference



The girls are responsible for:  
• Knowing what is required for each uniform  
• Wearing the appropriate uniform  

But….Parents can assist by…..  
• -Periodic inspection for missing/broken items  
• -Sewing on new patches and periodic washing  
• -Help designate a location for all uniform parts safekeeping…  

Other notes: 
• Neckerchief is updated with a Owl when the scout reaches 2nd class 

and crossbones when he reaches 1st class  
• Plaid fabric is 100% Scottish wool and should be removed before the 

shirt is laundered. Dry clean if needed.  
• Scouts are encouraged to design their own unique neckerchief slide.  
• If you need to repair/replace name tag, contact Far Western Trophy 

at 935-7612. They are located at 2363 Boulevard Circle, WC.  
• If you need to replace any plaid uniform parts, contact Mika 

Watanabe.

• Uniform compliance very important at Camporee 
• During Thursday Night Troop Meetings, scouts are inspected: 

• Patrol gain points for compliance throughout the year. 
• Each patrol identifies one “Best Dressed” member. 
• Senior Patrol Leader chooses “Best Dressed” overall. 
• Scout with the most weeks is awarded “Best Dressed Scout” for 

the year and awarded a medal at the Court of Honor. 

General Uniform Guidance

Uniform Inspection



Scout Uniform without Sash 
Wear to Thursday Night Troop Meetings, Scout Master Conference, Board of 
Review, and to Camporee. 
Wearing instructions: 
• No Undershirt. Collar turn inside out.  
• Dress shoes or hiking boots. No tennis shoes.  
• Add rubber band to secure neckerchief ends 
• Always carry pen and paper in pocket  

Scout Uniform with Sash 
Wear to Court of Honor and Eagle Court 
• Add sash* 
*Note: Sash can be worn after several badges have been added. No blank 
sashes. 

Front

Back

Class A Uniform



Maroon 402 Shirt and Black Shorts 
Wear on Bike trips, troop work days such as community service cleanup 
days, large group events and physical events during Camporee.  

• New Scouts will receive a Maroon 402 shirt during new scout 
training. 
• Over the years, if scout needs a new shirt, email Heather. You 

can pick up shirt on his front porch and leave a check for $20.  
• Black shorts can typically be found at Target, Macy’s or Old Navy. 

• Light weight, fast dry fabric best.

Class B Uniform - Still to be confirmed



Color TBD Synthetic t-shirt*, Color bandana, and Black shorts 
 Wear on the 20-miler backpacking trip 

• *Color T-shirts need to be either solid or a 20 Miler designed 
Shirt. Light weight, fast drying fabric best.  

• Each new scout receives a Red Bandana during their Cub Scout 
“crossing over” ceremony or when they first join the troop.  

• Replacement red bandanas can be purchased from Boswells, REI, 
etc. Please wash prior to wearing.

Trail Uniform - Still to be confirmed

It is important to wear the same uniform on these 
hiking trips so that we are easily identifiable along  
the trail as a unit/troop.



Tartan plaid flap with scout advancement pins 
Moms wear to Court of Honor, Eagle Court, Mother’s Day Tea, Senior 
Recognition Dinner,  Scouting Sunday 

• Blank fabric swatch is presented to each mom when scout is 
inducted  

• Add a safety pin or decorative pin to your swap to make it easier 
to attach it to your clothing.  

• During each scout rank advancement, moms are given a new pin 
that is pinned to their sash.  

• If your son completed Arrow of Light in Cub Scouts, you can add 
that pin to your Sash.  

• Place pins in order of Advancement rank from Scout to Eagle 

Wear your plaid flap ‘over your heart’

Mom’s special occasion pin sash



• Hiking boots: girls need hiking boots or hiking shoes, not tennis shoes.  For 
5th grade Scouts, don’t spend a lot of money on boots because she will 
not be doing a lot of hiking their first year.  Suggest going to a 
discount sports store for this. (note for later: 6th/7th grade Scouts will 
need good boots for the 50 miler in August.  Aim to buy boots in at the 
end of April (but buy them big enough that they will fit well in 
August.)  Suggest looking in the REI boot section. Very knowledgeable 
staff.  You can choose to buy there or somewhere else, but REI is a good 
place to get educated.) 

• Sleeping bag: Your scout will use a sleeping bag on every trip.  It will be 
her most used camping equipment.  You can buy a sleeping bag now or 
borrow, it’s up to you.  You want a backpacking sleeping bag, which 
will pack small and weigh about 3 lbs . If you are buying a sleeping bag, 
look for two features: filling and temperature rating.  Get a bag that is 
synthetic filled (not down feathers) since it will stay warm even if it 
gets damp.  Also get a bag that is rated 20-25 degrees (that is, it is 
comfortable inside even if the outside temperature is 25 
degrees.)  These bags will cost about $150-170, although periodically you 
can find good sales.  An example is this REI Zen 25+, however, I 
recommend the North Face Cat's Meow. 

• Sleeping pad: Recommend something like a Therm-a-Rest Z-Lite or Therm-
a-Rest Ridge Rest.  $20-$35 at REI depending on model and size.  It will 
last forever and she will take it on all of the overnights and the 20 miler.  
Do not get inflatable or self inflating sleeping pads (if you get a leak, 
you’re in trouble and they do not provide as good of an insulator when 
sleeping in snow.)  The pad only needs to reach from her head to her 
knees, although plan on from head-to-knees of a high-schooler (because 
she will be there before you know it!)  Buy pads at REI and 
discount sporting goods stores. 

• Ground cloth: get a Space All-Weather Blanket, ~$12.50 at REI.  It’s the 
right size and durable. 

Helpful Hints on early equipment needs

Equipment



• Backpack:  When hiking back country the scouts are required to carry 1/3 
of their weight.  Please buy the appropriate pack and not one that is too 
large or too heavy.  Back to REI for the education in the backpack 
department.) 

• Knife: Please get your Scout a knife.  There are many types of 
knives that will work, but here are the rules: 
• The knife must fold closed so that the blade is stored away 

when not in use. 
• The blade must not be longer than 3 inches long. (2.5 - 3 inches is 

the perfect length).  
Here are some things to consider: 
It is best if the blade locks in the open position, so as to not 
accidentally close when being used. 

• It is best if the knife has a straight edge (not serrated or partially 
serrated) 

• Some pocket knives (like Swiss Army knives) have other tools 
with the knife, which can be handy.  However, don’t buy anything 
too big and heavy.  Bulky knifes are hard to work with, especially 
for the smaller girls.  It’s really best to have a single blade knife for 
most scout activities. 

• You will find appropriate knifes at most sporting goods stores (REI, 
Big Five, etc.).  Good brands are Gerber, Buck, Kershaw, etc.  You 
should be able to find one for less than $35 

• Compass: Look for a liquid filled model.  I like the SUUNTO MCB 
Amphibian or the Brunton O.S.S. 10B (little cheaper), but just about any 
liquid filled compass with 2 degree of accuracy will be fine 

• Rain Gear: It is required to have at least a rain jacket or poncho.  The 
girls are graded on this at camporee.  Rain pants are optional. 

Helpful Hints on early equipment needs (continued)…



Your scout is the Responsible Party! 
Parents encourage and nudge if needed 
Provide supportive environment: 
 Binder 
 Goal setting 
 Deadlines 
 Help with activity log

• Merit Badge Counselors (Parents in our troop) – See your patrol leader 
for a list of merit badge counselors. 
• Your daughter is encouraged to call the counselor prior to working 

on their badge for info. 
• Meritbadge.org – best place for updated requirements – Nice merit 

badge worksheets. 
• Scout Merit badge books  

• Some Merit Badge Counselors require the book  
• Library in the Cabin  
• Available at McCaulou’s and Scout store

1. Scout picks badge he wants to work on 
2. Scout reviews requirements and develops a plan 
3. Scout contacts Merit Badge Counselor 
4. Scout works on each badge requirement until completed 
5. Scout schedules a meeting with badge counselor 
6. After badge requirements are satisfied, counselor completes a blue 

card & gives two sections to scout 
7. Scout keeps one blue section & gives the other to the Advancement 

Chair any time prior to Board of Review meetings 
8. Scout is presented badge during the next Court of Honor

Merit Badges: Supporting your scout

Merit Badges: Resources

Merit Badges: Process

Advancement & Merit Badges


